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A CHRISTMAS SERMON. 


Important events which have taken place in our world, 
and which have been productive of great advantezes and 
blessings to the children of men, have ever been consider- 
ed as worthy to be held in remembrance; and to be com- 
memorated by annual festivals, and religious ceremonies, 
according to the benefits derived therefrom, fence tlie 
birth of a King—an Emperor—a Natiun or other eveat- 
fal periods, in the civil and political world, have been com- 
memorated with zeal, and joyful acclamatione. 

But as believers in the sublime doctrines of Christianity, 
what event, what circumstance has ever taken place, that 
oan come in competition with that event we are this day 
assembled to commemorate, even the birth of “ a Saviour 
who is Christ the Lord.”. hn comparison with this, eleth- 
er events, however great, however exeeiient, er importaul 
Jose much of their importance, end wppear as trifles. As 
much'as Eternity exceeds time, and Eternal joys exceed the 
transient pleasures of this world, is the difference between 
them. Well thenmay we commemorate an Era so glori- 
eus, so franght with blessings, that without it all else would 
not be worth possessing. Such is the nature, and such the 
magnitude of this event, and all its consequences, as to con- 
stitute a fit employment for holy Angels, and prophets, in 
foretelling the birth, the trials, the sufferinge—the death— 
the glorious resurrection—ascension—and triumph. of the 
Captain of cu: Salvations whose nativity we celebrate, 
whose birth tuned the voices of the heaven y host, and gave 
rise to that holy anthem of praise. “ Glory te God in the 


highest—eud on earth peace good will towards men.” 


The text chosen on this oecasion is found in Mat. Ist Ch. 
2st vs. “ And thou shali call his name Jesus ; for he shail 
save his people from their sins.” 

Previous to the birth of the redeemer, an Angel was sent 
from Heaven to aame the child yet tobe born. Not only 
does the Angel declare the NAM», but also gives the reason 
why he shou!d thus be called. The name given is Jesus. 
The reason why, for—or because—he shall Save. We 
have it then from divine authority, that the word Jesus, 
signifies Saviour, orSalvation. This being the case, no 
man can preach Jesus Christ and him crucified, without 
preaching Salvation. Condemnation cannot therefore be 
a part of the divine mission, neither cana man preach it, 
While engaged in denouacing 


some othér devtrine, than that, which is the power of God 
unto Salvation. The Angel in the text declares ‘who are 
to be saved, namely “ his people” and also informs us of 
the pature of this salvation, in what it consists—* Save his 
people from their Sins.” This is Gospel salvation, the Sal- 
vation of God. Not as many ignorantly, and foolishly sup- 
pose, that man will be saved in sin; but saved from sin, 
made holy, righteous, and good, and meet to be partakers 
of the inheritance of the Saints in Light. 


It will be well to notice the declaration of the Angel, 
with regard to those who are to be saved. He does not 
say—for he shall save those that believe, but “he shall save 
his people”—from this we learn three things—First, that 
there was in the divine economy a people who were called 
“his people” even before Jesus was born, before ever the 
Gospel was preached, or men believed. Srconpuy, that 
these people were sinners and needed salvation and THIRD- 
L¥ that he eame te save all his people. 


a 





There are two points of doctrine which demand atten- 
tion. First. Whoare his people, and Secoxnix¥,—Will 


Jesus perform the work he came to do, that is, saye his peo- 
ple from their sins. . 


Frest. The enguiry is, who are his people. One oftwo 
things is certain. Either, a part, or the whole of manx..d 
are his people. ‘The idea, that man by believing is incor- 
porated into the number of Christ’s people, to whom he 
did not belong before, is inadmissible, accerding to the dec- 
laration of the Angel, as well as repugnant to good reason ; 
for ifbelieving does constitute a man the property of Christ, 
to whow be did not belong before, then at the time the An- 
gel spoke there being no believers, Jesus could have no 

ple ; and consequently, th expression of the Angel cau 

ve po meanius. Bhs. said, “he shall save his pea- 

ple,” net those shu Gaal after basal people, but 

those who now are his people, and who they are it is our 
business to find out. 


We have before us a question which has occupied the 
attention of tlie christian world ever since the fourth cen- 
tury, which has.caused much disputation, and on which, 
much has been said und written. It is a question of vust 
moment, and in the decision of which, we are greatly in- 
terested. ‘The qnestion in fact embraces the eternal desi-n 
of God in sending his Son into the world, and determines 
the point whether there is ground of hope for all mankind 
or not, whether the Gospel can be, with propriety, preach- 
ed to every creature, and whether we ean hail this day, as 
auspicious of future welfare, and understandii®¥ rejoice 
that a Saviour is bora. 

In deciding & pomt of such deep interest, it is necessary 
we look to the Jaw and the testimony. ‘The scriptures of truth 
must determiné the question. On asubject of such impor- 
tance, we ought not to lean onthe opinions of mea how- 
ever learned, however great, unless those opinions are sup- 
ported by the most plain and’positive scripture. And we 
have reason to suppose that the Almighty, in revealing his 
will and purposes in relation to our salvation, would com- 
municate them in a manner clear and intelligible; and not 
leave it to be determined by implications, and meanings 
that men might plave on certain passages in the divine wort: 


Has the Almighty ruler of the Universe expressly told 
us that a few of the children of men are the pedple of 
Christ. That Jesus came to save them, and them ory. 
That the blessings of the Gospel are only to theni.—That 
the holy spirit will alone be given to (hem.—And they or. 
ly enjoy eternal life? Hehasnot. The scripture furnis 
no such testimony. For which we devoutly thank God, 
aud rejoice before him. 


Yet it is earnestly contended, that the scriptures do prove 
this sentiment. But how is it proved? By detached passa- 
ges turned from their true meaning, and from the subject 
to which they are particularly attached, and with which 
they are alone connected ; aul even then only imply this, 
and mean that. 


As the sentiment does exist, that a part only of the hu- 
man face are the people of Christ, and heirs of Grace and 
immortal Glory ; and as many are zealously engaged in 
supporting this idea, it may be well’to inquire into the cau- 
ses which gave birth to this sentiment. As the doctrine of 
endless misery gained ground in the world, and men began 
seriously to reflect thereon, it appeared inconsistent and 
incompatible with the divine charester te bring beings in- 
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to existence, and suffer, or permit them to involve them- 
selves in eternal wretcheduess and ruin. ‘T'o discover, why 
these things were so, has*oceupied the time of men of lear- 
ning and talents. The idea, of mans free agency, frustra- 
ting the gracious will of God in relation to his salvation, 


es 


HEATHEN, and uttermost parts of the earth, become the 
people and possession of Christ. We nov turn to Daniel, 
and behold his universal dominion—* And there was given 


dnd laying the Almighty under the absolute necessity of| nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is 


making hun etemally miserable, was considered incampat- 
ible with the wisdom, power, and goodness of God. It 
was thought God would never suffer a creature to be’ for- 
ever wretched, unless that misery would be productive of 
greater good ; and if eternal misery would be productive 
of great good, it was inconsistent with the divine wisdom 
ait gootinese, to leave it at uncertainty, by rendering it ab- 
solutely poesible for every creatyre to be ferever blessed. 


Conceiving it a matter absolutely.certain, and unaveid- 
‘able that some of the human race would be forevey miser- 


able, yet believing that God was a being infinitely good, | 


aud therefore, would arrange his system in such manner as 
to produce the greatest possible good and happiness? instead 
of giving up that strange idea of never ending unme-sciful 
punishment, which is at war with every feeling of human- 
ity, and every thing that can deserve the name of benev- 
olence or charity. Learning and talents were put in re- 
quisition, notto bring the idea to a consistency with the 
divine attributes for this might be easily dope, but, they 
were directed te the mare ie task, of bringing dowu 
the perfectiones of the divine nature,to make consistent a 
preconceived ide 
evident to be deni@® that an infinitely wise and good Being 
woul! study to produce the greatest possible ‘happiness 
the idea suggesied itself, that this greatest possible good 


o effeet this, as it appeared too self 


an everlasting domnion, which shall not pass away, and 
his kingdom that which shall net be destroyed.” 


In John iii. 35, it is said “The Father loveth the Son, 
and hath given all things into hig hand.” Christ saith ix 
in his prayers, in the 17th John,“ As thou hast given him 
| power overall flesh,” and agaim in another place, * All 

that the fatMer hath are mine.” 


These, who believe that buta part of mankind are the 
| people of Christ, also contend that for thein alone he gave 
| himself, and them alone he effectually redeemed from sin, 

death and hell. This is undoubtedly consistent, for he 
‘eame to save those, and those only, who are his people. 
| But scripture brings better things to light. Hear then for 
whet the Seviour came into the world, “ Ged so loved the 
world, that he sent not his Son to condemn the world, but 
| that the world through him might be saved.” The word, 
|*wor»” is used in scripture to signify mankind in a state 
|of sin and wickedness, according to the testimony of John, 
|* And we know that we are of God, and the whole worLp 
lieth in wickedness.” ‘This world lying im wickedness, 
| Christ came tosave. He came to save his people from 
| their sins,—therefore the world are his people. John the 





| Baptist on beholding Jesus, saith “ Behold the Lamb of | 
>| God, which taketh away the Sin of the world.” He came 


Cs | to save his people from their sins. The 
did absolutely require an eternity of misery; there being gah 0, sven eee hae ellbeetiaten cB reedRcasg 


ho way in which the Deity could display his justice, or 
keep alive in the heart that vital spark of gratitude, which 
is the foundation of all creature happiness. 


To effect this purpose, it is supposed, that the Almighty 


did determine in the vast system of Creation, Providence, | 
and Grace, to introduee sin into the world to occasion the} 


his people. It is said, “ if any man sin, we have am advo- 
cate with the Father Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is 
the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but for 
| the sms of the whole world.” And Jesus says,“ As thou 
|hast given him power over all flesh, that he might give 

eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.” Again, 
“} came down from Heayen not to domine own will, but 


! 
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greatest good aes to perpetuate it through a never ending | the will of him that sent me, and this is the Fathers will 


Evernrry forthe same purpose. Consequently, did in 
infinite wisdom s¥LECT, ELECT, or ehose, a certaio num- 
ber of the human race, who were predestinated into eter- 
nal life, whe were given to Christ in the covenant of re- 
demption before the world was, are his peculiar people 
whom he came to save, and, whe with the rest of mankind 
were involved in one common situation of sin and disobe- 
dience. This opinion being formed, the next thing to be 
done was to. bring the scripture to support 1t—and as plain 
positive testimony could not be found in support of the sen- 
timent, every thing that had the least bearing te such epin- 
ion, or could be made to MHAN or IMPLY, @vas eagerly pres- 
sed into service, without any regard tothe particular sub- 
ject in which these passages were found. 


Happy it is for us, if we will but believe the divine word, 
search the holy scriptures, and conform our opinions 
tothe nature and ections of the divine Creator, that 
we shall find the most clear and lucid testimonials of God’s 
goodness, _Weshall discover that “ the Lord is good unto 
all, and his tender mercies are overall his works,” and that 

_all mankind without exception, not a PART, are the peo- 
ple of Christ, whom he came to save ; so that we may all 
rejoice with joy unspeakable, and hail that auspicious 
morn, which gave a Saviour birth. 

Insearching the Bible, that we may decide the question 
aceording to truth, we will seek the most plain testimonies. 
In the 2d Ps. we read thus, “] will declare the DECREE: 
the Lord hath said unto me, thou art my son, this day have 
[begotten thee. Ask ef me, and I shall give thee the heath- 

‘en for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
éarth for thy possession,” in accordance, and with his eye 


that hath sent me, that of all he hath given me, | should 
lose nothing but should raise it up again.at the last day.” 


In saving his people from sin, it was necessary he should 
offer himself a sacrifice for sin and give himself a ransom. 
For how many has he done this ? Let scripture give the an~ 
swer, He gave himself a ransom fer all—He by the grace 
of God tasted death fer every man—“ He died for all—He. 
is the propitiation for the sias of the whole world—Ther 
all, every manare his people, whom he came to save. 

The coramand of the Saviour to preach the Gospel te 
every creature, is, in itself, sufficient evidence that his peo- 
ple meludes every creature—For as he came to save those 
and those only. who were his people ; none other can ever 
be benefited by his coming, Therefore the gospel, or glad 
tidings of great joy, that a Saviour is born, cannot with pro~ 
priety be preached to those who are not his pedple, whom 
he did not come to save. [fas has been before observed 
that the word “ sgsus” signifies Saviour—Jesus connot be 
preached to those who do not belong to him. Paul said for 
I am determined not to know any thing among you save 
Jesus Christ and him crucified ; but on the opinion, of 
all not being his people, the preacher must know something 
else beside ; or seleeting, if in his power, all those who are 
Christ’s people have nothing to say to the rest.—But as 
the saviour commanded the Gospel to be preach’d to every 
creature, we may rejoice that there is a glorious hope of 
life and immortality for all men. “ At the great day of 
the Feast Jesus stood and eried if any man thirst let him 
come and drink.” The Spirit of God is also engaged ia 
‘this divine employment, for. “The spirit and the bride. 
say come and whosoever will let him come and partake of 





oa the divine gift. Paul says “ The scripture foreseeing | the water of life freely.” Wisdom also joins, her voiee. 
that God would justify the uzaruHEn through faith,|“ Unto you oh men do! call, and my voice is unto the sons 
preached before the gospel unto AbrahamjSaying, “In thee | of men, she saith, son, give me thime heart, and let thine... 
shall af wetiews be blest” This passage m Psalms is,proof| eyes observe my ways.” 


of the extensiveness of the gift by virtue of which, the 


him dominion, and glory, and » kingdom, that all people, 
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KELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 





It is then clearly preved by this general invitation that 
all men are the subjects of salvation, and if subjects of sal- 
yation, then the people wham Christ came to save.” Un- 
less indeed, the invitation is not sincerely offered, nay 
offered with the perfect knowledge that they net only will 
not, but cannot accept the invitation. This would be 
charging God, his Christ, and the holy spirit of grace with 
eluding and deceiving mankind. it would be hypocra- 
ay in every sense of the word, to profess a love for and an 
anxious desire that all, every creature might be saved, to 
offer them life and immortality, when they are necessarily 
and abselutely excluded, in order to produce that greatest 
possiile good, which depends on the eternal misery of those 
very bemgs to whom the gospel is freely offered. James 


tells us that the wiepom which is from above, is first pure, ! 


then peaceable, gentle and easy to be entreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hy- 
pocrisy.” Therefore, when God offers, when Christ in- 
yites, we may believe that the offers are sincere, theinvita- 
tion given that men may accept, and rejoice in the God of 
their Salvation. 


That ali markind are Christ’s people whom he came to 
gave, is proved by the testimony of the Ahgel who appear- 
ed to the Shepherds on the. plains of Judea, and amnounced 
the birth of a Saviour,—Behold, 1 bring you good tidings 
ef great joy, which shall be toall people.” Now if the 
ALL ProrLa spoken of by tre Amgel, are not Cunist’s 
#EOPLE Whom he came to save, in what shall we find the 
propriety of the deslaration. If a part of mankind are 
necessarily destined to eternal woe, ix order to effeet the 
greater good—how can it be good tidings of great joy, that 
a Saviour is born to that part, especially if his appearance, 
preaching, aud Gospel, will increase their wickedness and 
enhance their misery. 

Turning from the traditions of men, and guided by the 
light of divine truth, our hearts are made glad, by the joy- 
ful tidings of Salvation. The good tidings which shail be 
to all people. © For in the city of David a Saviour is born, 
who is Christ the Lord. He shall save his people from 
their sins. “Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, 
good will toward men.” So sung the heavenly host. So 
Jet us sing. 

(To be continued.) 





The advocates of endless misery finding themselves un- 
able to maintain from the Bible, that absurd and cruel doc- 
trine ;and discoyvernig it equally inconsistent wiih reason and 
common seuse, have had recousse to old stories hatchec¢ up 
in the dark ages of Popery, when superstition reigned with 
all its horrors, and the ignorant anderedulous were impo- 
sed upon by the cunning and designing. The following 

story in the“Gospel Herald” of Nov. 2d, entitled * 4 voice 
from the Grave,” appeared in a paper called the * Empori- 
wm.” Itis ene of those popish legends, or pious frauds 
played of on the weak and ignorant in the fourteenth or 
fifteenth century, and now brought forth, when every 
thing else has failed, in proof of eternal misery. 

«“ This certain Doctor of Paris, recorded in the life of 
Bruno, must have been a great hypocrite, or something 
worse than he appearedto be ; (which perhaps is the case 
more or less, with all mankind.) The Doctor Died, and 
Was taken tothechruch. When the priesi began the fu- 
neral ceremony, the Docter arose, and sat on the bier, and 
with a dreadful voice said, “ he was accused at the judg- 
ment seat of God.” The people, it appears, who were pres- 
ent at the time, with a dastard fear very uncommon to the 
citizens of Paris, fled from the scene of danger. with the 
utmost precipitation. 
and the third day, also when most of the inhabitants of the 
city, contaiming eight humadred thewsend, ventured tc ap- 


This was repeated the second day, | $904 
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proach this dead man. Now, Messrs. Editors, where de 
you suppose all the docters of Paris were ? Were none oi 
them sufficient for the great work of examining this dead 
man ? If such a phenomenon had happened in the city of 
New-York, Philadelphia, or even in Trenton, would none 
of our docters have examined their brother physician? 
peradventure they might have resuscitated their unfortu- 
nate brother, as it appeared, that his voice grew more for- 
idable even on the third day.” ” 


“ A friend to truth” having read the above story in the 
“Gospel Herald” with the remarks accompanying the 
same; and having heard some pious clergymen relate even 
in this nineteenth century stories equally absurd, sent the 
following communication to the editor of that paper. We 
present the whole to the readers of the “ Inquirer” that 
they may behold what miserable shifts the enemies and 
opposers of Universalism are driven to, in support of the 
heart chilling, and Ged dishonoring doctrine of endless woe- 


“ Sin,—I have lately read in one of your Numbers, 2 
a story, entitled “ .4 voice fgom the grave.” In your re- 
marks you say; “ On readgig the above, we were almost 
disposed to doubt the evidence of our senses.” Now te 
me such stories are familiar ; and had the editors of the 
Emporium applied to the Rev. Stephen Fenn, of Harpers- 
field, they might have been furnished with stories “ wonder- 
{ful and terrible,” independent of other countries. 1 send 
| you the following story, net because I believe it to be 
| true, but to convince the world that things as marvellous 
and inconsistant have been related, and said to have taken 
place in this enlightened country, as in France, or any 
other. 





About five years since, there was something of a revival 
in this town, and many were inquiring after the truth as it 
wasin Jseus. It so happened, that the RevgDaniel Parker 
came to town, and gave out an appointment to preach in 
the evening. 1, with many others, attended. Mr. P. told 
the audience of an extraordinary oceurrence, which, he 
said, happened in Connecticut. How a ball had been 
started for the Fourth of July ; that a very respectable 
young lady went to New-York to procure the newest fas). 
ion for the occasion, &c. that she however sickened, died 
aad was buried on that same Fourth of July ! After he had 
finished his discourse, the Rey. Mr. Fenn arose, and told 
the people, that he would relate a very singular occurance 
which he said happened that summer in Massachusetts, 
That in a certain town an awakening had commenced 
which promised much good; but that three young men 
“ being moved and seduced by the instigation of the devil,” 
had determined to arrest its progress by introducing a ball, 
and for that purpose visited all the young people in that 
and the two neighbouring towns ; but that the awakening 
spread with astonishing rapidity, und most of the young 
people having become subjects of it, their wicked project 
was likely to fail. However, they determined to carry the 
point at all hazards, and fer the farther prosecution of it 
they had assembled in a pasture where a flock of sheep 
were feeding. That one of the young men being detained 
at a little distance with his horse, the other two sat down 
by astump, and began to complain of their bad success ; 
when one of the sheep parted out from theiffeck,came up 
to the young men, put one forefoot upon @ shoulder of each, 
and, with an audible vowe, spake these words; “Come, 
young men, ariseand go along with us!” The effect, he 
said was such as might have been expected, They soon 
became hopeful coaverts ! Thus did the gentleman feed his 
hearers with the mutton of life, which to many was noi 
a dainty repast, believing the w story to be a base, and 
most wicked fabrication. Your remarks may do much 

4 A FRIEND TO TRUTH. 
Harpersfield, Nov. 1822. 


Note.—We shall offer ne comment on the sbarve, a’. 
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story, beats the Paris resurrection siory cut and ont. 

clergyman descend to such pultry lying, they are unworthy | 

cf notice. The indignation of an enlightened public) 

should frown them into their original insignéficance,”"—Ed. | 
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FoR THE INQUIRER. 


Er. Editor.—On the evening of the 13th Aug. last, the 
Rev. Mr. R——, D. D. delivered a sermon at the Rev. 
Mr. W’s. Meeting House im Providence, (R. I.) from Mark | 
viii. 36, 37,—the pious Doctor made some remarks on the 
3ist verse preceding the text which at least were consist- 
ent; where tae Saviour instructed his diciples that he 
raust be rejected and killed, and after, to rise again; for 
what? Why to secure thesalvation of the soul without 
which it must be lost. Had the Doctor pursued the sen- 
timents he was advocating, he would have preached with 
cousisteney ; but his main object was to show, that the) 
svul of man must be eternally saved or lost ; notwithstan- 
ding the Saviour’s surety. The Doctor is a reputed Cal- 
vinist, but it must not be omitted that he wasin the desk 
of ab Arminian. He observdd that if a man could grasp 
and gain the whole world, he qvoul® be an infinite loser, | 
because he would lose his soul, thereby never to be regain- 
ed ; and nexts he asks the question, what shall a man give 
in exchange for his soul? Why, Christ hes given his blood 
asaremedy. He also said,God had given the best gift | 
that could be conceived of; iv giving his Son, he gave him- | 
self ; and when he had suffered and died and rose, he as- | 
cended to the right hand of the majesty on high. Is not 
this mysterious Theology ? There is a propriety and con- 
sistency in our Saviours’ words in the text above mention- 
edif the word ‘ life’ is substituted for ‘soul’ but the too 
common manner of explaining this text is not rational or 

_ consistent. After the Doctor closed, the Rev. Mr. W. arose 
and as near asgould be recollected, by several individuals 
who were present vented himself in the following words. 
“* Our worthy friend and brother has borne open and faith- 
ful testimony against that /ying doctrine which began at 
Boston and has contaminated a considerable portion of that 
town, and has spread into several towns in the country, 
It has appeared in Philadelphia, but has not made much 
progress there. Some have said that preaching so much 
terror and eternal punishment has made Universalists, but 
this is not the case, when men are willing to be deceived in 
order to cover their crimes and still a guilty conscience, 
then they are ready to believe alie,“ For this eause God 
shall send. them strong delusions, that they may believe a 
lie, that they all may be damned &c. we wish them repen- 
tance and reformation, and unless those, who are lying and 
deceiving them, have repentance given them, they will meet 
with a terrible destruction and the loss of their souls,” 
More was'saidl by this Rev. gentleman, and much in the 
saineétrain. | now wish to call the attention of readers, 
to two statements in the above, and one is, that the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation began at Boston. 

- Mr. Adams in his “Religious World Displayed,” (though 
violently opposed himself to Universalism) admits among 
many others who embraced or favored the dectrine; Or- 
igin, Bishop Newton, the learned Petitpierre, Whiston, and 
the famous Dr. Priestly, Chevalier Ramsey, Archbishop 
Tillotson, Dr. T. Burnet, the pious Wm. Law, Dr. Hart- 
ley, Dr. Rust, Dr. Chauncey and Mr. Winchester, the 
Menonites Tunkers and Shakers, and allows that those, 

_ who embraced the doctrine, in the first. cenfuries, were by 

Augustine, called, the merciful Doctors. 


There are numerous others that might be nathed, and 
at the present day there are supposed to ards of 150 
ordained clergymen of this order in th ed States, and 
many Societies without any stated ministry. But the sure 
promises of God, first made to Adam, renewed to Abraham 
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font of Jehovah—proclaimed by tin. Angel of God as 


a 


glad tidings to ALL. PEOPLE, celebrated by the heaven. 
ty host—accomplished and confirmed by the Son of God 
who came not te condemn but to save the world; and 
which Universal Salvation, was preached by his inspired 
Aposties—that “ God will have all men to be saved and te 
come unto the knowledge of the trath,” and that he “work- 
eth all thmgs according to the counsel of his own will”— 
that * God is not slack concerning his promises, as some 
men count slackness, but is long suifering to us-ward, not 
willing that any shduld perish, but that all should come te 
repentance.” The reader is now. requested to ask the 
question, “ did the doctrine the preacher alluded to begin 
at Boston ?” 

The other statement is, that the “lying dectrine” had not 
made mich progress in Philucelphia, we hope that lying 
doctrines do not gain ground any where ; but would inform 
the Rev. gentleman that the doctrine of God, of love, of 
Jesus, in a word the doctrine ef Universal Salvation, had 
at the time alluded to, been preached in Philadelphia te 
at least feo if not three regular Societies, a lot had been 
purchased to build another house of worship, the corner 
stone has since been Jaid, and it is understood the house is 
progressing. .Too many are aptto take the declarations 
of fallible man, instead of searching the scriptures. We 
trust and sincerely believe the Bibie is now more read ia 
these states than at any former period, and we hope the peo-, 
ple will continue to search for themselves, until they can, 
say with the Apostle, “ We which have believed do entey 
into rest.” , BEREAN, 





FOR THE IN@UIRER. 


Rev. J. N. Maffiit Considerable excitement has been 
oecasioned by the result of the trial of Mi. Joseph T. Buck- 
ingham, which lately took place at Boston, for an alledged 
libel upon the Rev. Mr. Maffitt, which appeared in the 
New England Galaxy. Some account of this trial has 
been published in most.of the public papers, yet as we feel 
bound by all proper means to attempt to open the eyes of 
the blind, and to expose the deceptions and impositions 
which fanatacism and religious delusions invite ; and as the 
Rev. Mr. Maffitt has been of “ mighty name and fame” in 
these parts we reluctantly yield to a sense of duty in be- 
stowing a few observations upon thesubject. We say re- 
luctantly, because we take no satisfaction in exposing the 
weaknesses or follies of others, although engaged in spread - 
ing delusion, and enkindling the flames of fanatacism. We 
do not rejoice in an iadividual victim, however imprudent 
or improper his conduct may. have been, when we consider 
that the source and cause of the evils of which he is the 
immediate instrument have their existence in false systems, 
and the general prevalence of pernicious errors, which are 
countenanced, by the great body of orthodox clergy, and a 
large proportion, of those, who join most heartily in the de- 
nunciation of a* fallen brother” of essentially the same 
faith, and whom they have conirived to conduct inte the 
path that lead to his disgrace and ruin. 

As we do not intend to give an account of the trial, .we 
will copy the testimony of the Rev. Nathaniel Jones, Jr. 
who was the principal witness on the part of the defendant ; 
and the testimony of Mr. Maffitt in his own’ justification, 
Considerable other testimony was introduced on the part 
of the defendant, not very important ; but he produceda 
number of depositions which were rejected by the court, 
and which are published in the report of thetrial. Some 
of these were from Connecticut, aad several of them con- 
tain facts scarcely less serious to Mr. M. than those disclo- 
sed in the testimony of Mr. Jones. 


“Rev. Alerander Jones jun.—Became acquainted with 
John N, Maffit, sometime in Mayor June last. Thinks it 
wasin May. He was very intimate with him at his father’s 
house, Maffitt at one time was to preach at North Provi- 
dence. Witness rode with him to the place of appoi 








and deelared by all God’s Holy prophets, confirmed by the 


mest. On their way Maffitt shewed Mr. Jones the sig2R%. 

















et 





errs. - 


RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 37 


ton ofa sermon, written loosely on a halfa sheet of letter | fore these PRFCIOUS CONFES3IONS.) I left him there and 
paper, which’ he (Maffitt) declared was the whole of the returned home. The next day I saw him in his chamber 
sermon. Mr. Jones heard the sermon at North Provi-' at Wond’s, He observed he had something to tell me. 
dence, an? was pleased with it. Afterwards he examined He said that Mrs. had talked against our family and 
a ccrmoncoutained jn a volume of Robert Walkerssermons ‘that he had warned my sister against going to visit her ; 
4 colleawne of Dr. Blair. He discovered that the sermon! she would draw out their family secrets and then expose 
in Walker's was thesame he had heard Mafhitt preach|them. Le said he had promised Mrs——-on THE HONOUR 
at North Providence. He thought it was verbatim, inter- oF an 1n1317MAN he would vot mention the conversasion 
jardett with some of Ma‘fitt’s common expressions, which’ in relation to our family. He then said Mrs.-———took him 
made the ecrmon longer than Walker's. Many expressions, out of the room, and that she made him blush’ He said 
he recognized to be the same, particularly, “ The loud ifhe wisiEp DEVSLMENT with any women he might have 
rietoric of God's mercy.” The whole introduction to, it with her Mrs, 1 mentioned to my. father’s family, 
Walker's sermoy was the same used by Maffitt, Jones ac-|someone had told me in whom they had confidence, thet 
eute! Mailitt of having used Walker's sermon, He said: Mrs———had talked against the family, but did not say 
ae had used the thoughts ow.y of Walker. He afterwards, who it was had toldme. The family previous to this com- 
met Maffitt at Rev. bir. Wilson's, and accused him of hav-) munication from Maffitt to them were friendly with Mrs, 
ing preached a sermon of Walker's verbatim, He confessed | ; alterwards there was a coolness, and they became 
he had eommitted a part of it, about two pages, and had) unfriendly. Mrs. Was not invited to my sister's wed- 
delivered the sermoa buazingly, because he had committed) ding, on account of what Maffitt had told the family she 
itimperiectly. Maiitt allowed he had used the thouchts} had saidofthem. Soon after this,] discovered Maffitt had 
et one othersermgp of Waiker, He mentioned texts of] played a double part,and | weutto Mr. Crocker about it, 
two sermons in Walker, parts, of which he had used.| for advice respecting what I ought to do. He said he 
When | looked in Walker one of the texts was not there. thought the Rey. Mr. Wilson’s family were low and vul- 

lusked Matliztt if he bad ever been a tailor, he replied| gar,and that their attentions were disgusting and officious. 
lve had never been’a tailor more than he had ‘been a play} The methodist he said se 6 mean people, and he and 
actor, and that he bad never been a play actor in any way.}his wife on that account visited but a very few families of 
Sometime afterwards he asked me if] had heard ofa let-|them in Boston. He spoke of a committee in Boston, who 
ter to Mr. Rivers, stating he had been a tailor, and had} furnished his house, and said he thought they were mean, 
worked at the trede in New-York. He asked me ‘what I} because they refused to furnish him with liquors, That 
wnderstood him to mear*when he told me he had not been! Mrs, Maffiitt had. given them a dressing down for it. 
a tailor? I replied, that he had denied to me, my sister, and! He said he knew my father’s sister, Mrs, King ‘wasa fool 
a hundred others, that he had never beena tailor. He) from the firsttime he saw her. I believe she had given 
allowed that he had so denied it, and that it was a full de-| him some advice he thought officious. He would frequent- 
nial. He asked me if a man could be atailor if he were|ly whenI was present, say God bless sister or brother 
nota journeyman. I replied | did not understand him. |],|——,and then ridicule them on their leaving the room. 


understood him then to state he endeavoured to learn tise| There was a serious disagreement between Mr. Wood and 
trade of a tailor when he was in New-York. He admit-) 


— 




















tedit. 1 then told him it was a prevarication and would not 
be received by the people. 

On Matliitt’s second visit to Providence, at my father’s 
house, in conversation with me, he said the people did not 
know him. I repliea, 1 thought | knew him and had studi- 
ed his character. He said there was something that] did not 
know. He then stated he HAD NO BELIEF IN CHRIS- 
Tianiry. Ithink his precise words were {[ HAVE NO BE-| 
LIRF wy cHrisTianiTy. I observed to him }had sys-! 
pected it was so, but that he ought to believe it if he} 
preached it. He requested me to give hima list of books} 
en the evidences of Christianity. I gave him a list of the! 
best books on this subject, Paley’s Eviderces, Chalmer’s, 
&c. Hesaitl he did not read the scriptures. At the same) 
time he spoke of three young ladies, of Mr. Edes’s con-| 


- . | 
gregation, who had come to him to converse on the doctrine| 





ei the Trinity. He observed he knew nothing about the oii 
} 


trine,and did not know what. tosay to them, but that he 


physician sent for. 


Mr. Chase, my two brothers in law, on account of Maffitt. 

He was at one time very sick, and apparently out of his 
head, On my proposing in a whisper to send for a physi- 
cian, he directly understood it, and declining having « 
He then relapsed into insanity. His 
attentions to my sisters were very particular, and [ thought 
improper for a married man. He was in the Habit of cal- 
ling one of them little Jane, | was alarmed, because I knew 
she was artless, and had the most implicit confidence in his 
honor. One night two of my sisters watched with him. 
lsat up most of the night, lest Maffitt might insult them. 
I had the utmost confidence in my sisters, but was suspi- 
cious of Maffitt. In the course of the night I observed one 


of them went to get something, 1 think some warm brandy. 


—He told me in conversation he had not slept with his 
wife for eleven months, He said that when he was in 
Connecticut, a young lady of a respectable ly came to 
bed with him, and that he refused to have any thing to de 
with her. I told him! doubted it. 1 told*Maffitt [thought 





had patched up, or hatched up some reasons which he} he was carrying on a system to gain applause, He said 


believed satisfied them. 
he did his head became muddy. 

Mr. Maffitt’s practice at his meeting was to call persons | 
to his alter to be prayed for. In this conversation he said | 
he was induced to laugh in his sleeve when such sober men 
asJoseph S. Martin felt any thing from what he said. 
] observed to him that J did yot think three quarters of his} 
eonverts were genuine. Heassented, In relation tothese| 
eonverts I mentioned some ridiculous civcumstances that 
had occurred, when they came to the alter, and we langh- 
ed together. I mentioned an instance of Mr. Wood and 
Mr. Dunn kneeling in prayer, at one of his (Maffitt’s) fare- 
well meetings. I observed I thought it a solemn scene.’ 
He replied, HE FELT A CONTEMPT FOR THESE PERSONS | 
iN His HEART. I believe he considered them as his con- 
verts. Iwas intimate with Maffitt. He told me every 
thing freely. I rode with Maffitt one evening to Mr. 
‘gocker’s. It was before he had made me the above con- 


He said he could not study, ae 





aSion. (Neto, the County Attorney asked if it was be-! 


that he could not preach without applause. 

J.N. Mavrrrt.—ti have always stated that I took only 
theskeletons of Walker’s sermons. | showed Mr. Jones 
a paper that contained about two pages from Walker's ser- 
mons, 1 never committed a sermon to memory since I was 
born. I told Mr. Jones that 1 was as much of a journey- 
man tailor as a play actor and no more. [had been accu- 
sed throughout Connecticut and elsewhere of being reared 
a journeyman tailor ; this is false, plain up and down false. 
My father was a merchant tailor in Dublin, doing business 
onalarge scale. Onhis death I conducted the business, 
kept the books. &c. in my mether’s name, but was never- 
initiated into the trade. If I may be allowed the 
sion, | have been TORTURED on this subject. I determin- 
ed when! went to Providence to say nothing on this sub- 
ject, as it would take up all my time to explain. I have 
always publicly avowed I worked at the trade, and do not 
consider it any disgrace. When came to this country, te 
tell the plain teuth, I hed no money, J was uaturally in- ’ 
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genious and rather than be dependant went into the shop 
of Scholfield, Phelps & Holmes, at New-York. And con- 
tinued there some months. | sat upon the bench and tried 
to learn the trade, but found that I could not get my living 
by it and left it. Mr. Alexander Jones Jun. was my par- 
ticular friend. I recommended him to take orders. J told 
him in confidence that [ had doubts ef the Christian religion, 
and thet he did not know me. I meant that 1 had deubts 
of several of its doctrines, sueh as the Trinity, and the per-! 
fect on of man. I haddoubts of the experimental effect | 
of religion upon the heart. Mr. Jones urged me to this | 
conversation, and drew it from me. J never meant! disbe- 
tieved it. Itoldhim that] wished to read books on the} 
evidence of Christianity, not being furnished with the ar- 
guments of human learning on that subject. I have 
thought much about the Trinity, but was uot furnished 
with any argument on that subject. Itold Mr. Jones! 
had simply stated some reasons on the Trinity to the young 
ladies who enquired of me, but that I was not satisfied. 
I told Mr. Jones that J could not help doubting when I saw 
such a mauas Joseph 5, Martin affected to tears with what 
eo young and unlearneda manas fnyself had said. J posi- 
tively never said that 1 felt contempt in my heart for any 
persons who came to my alta&since God made me. [| was 
converted before | left lrel and in my simple way tried 
to preach.” ' 

The Jury after being out a few hours returned with a 
verdict of Not Guitly. 


We will subjoin but a few observations on this subject, 
and those not witha view to condemn or exculpate the 
eonduct ef Mr. Maffitt. Whether he is a wicked man, or 
a pious mau, whether he is a deceiver, or is himself decei- 
ved, whether he is an impostor or in the subject of delusion, 
whether his conduct is to be ascribed to vanity or necessity, 
to natural cevety and indiscretion or to depravity of heart, 
is not very materigl. in comparison with ether considera- 
tions which are connected with this subject, It is not to be 
supposed, however, that he is a sinner above all other men ; 
er above all, the clerical profession. If Maffitt is insincere, 
in his attempts to work the human passions into a phrensy, 
and then to attribute it to the miraculous influence of the 
holy spirit,are not others equally insincere in the same 
vacation? How large a proportion of the clergy are there 








who are advocates for awakenings & revivals, who sincere- 
ty believe in their efficacy, or that they are the effect of 
supernatudal influence ? The evil is not in the conduct of 
particular individuals, but in the general prevalence of er- 
ror and delusion, which is principally chargeable to the 
advocates of orthodoxy. As long asthe mass of mankind 
are taught to believe in a mysterious religion, and the use 
and exercise of reason is excluded therefrom, can it be a 
matter of siirprise that they are imposed upon? Do not 
those who instruct the people that religion consists in a mys- 
terious working of a divine power upon the heart, and 
who de all they can to prevent the exercise of reason there- 
in, and thus throw a mist before the eyes of mankind, pre- 
pare the way for the grossest impositions and delusions ? 
if the public mind is fitted and prepared for deception and 
fanaticism, it cannot be a subject of wonder that indiyid- 
uals appear willing to take advantage of the prevailing 
weakness, and follies of the people ? Such it istrue, can- 
not be justified, yet if they are guilty, are not those also 
guilty who are the authors of the preaching errors and de- 
lusions, which invite and offer such great facilities to every 
species of imposition, pious frauds, and ridiculous fooleries, 
which with the credulous pass for fervent piety, and _ reli- 
gious zeal. . 

These remarks are not made as particularly applicable 
to Mr. Maffitt ;. we do not say that he is a religious impos- 
tor ; he may be himself deceived ; we think however that 
all must admit, unless they consider the testimony produ- 
ced against him as an entire fabrication, that his conduct 
has been highly improper for a spiritual guide ; that it has 





Deen characterised by indiscretion, levity, vanity, insiacer- 


ity; that he has exhibited, a total absence of seriousness, 
and that deep concern for souls, which he professed to feel ; 
that it had afforded little evidence of that change of heart, 
thai renovation of character, that heavenly-mindedness, 
and of those holy affections, which he professes to regard 


as the effects of divine grace, and as the only fruits and ev- 
idences of christianity. 


Such, being the character of this man, on the most fa- 
vourabte view of it, when the effects of his preaching are 
considered, it must cecasion the most serious reflections, 
That in this he has beea pre-eminently successful in produ- 
cing what is called convictions and conversions all must ad- 
mit. Wherever he has been he has oceasioned not only a 
“great noise,” but many, very many have been led to con- 
sider him as the instrument of their conversion, and ef the 
wonderful change which they imagined had taken place im 
their hearts. Havetheze conversions been real or not? 
Have they been produced by divine influence, upon the 
heart, or are they only the effect of impassioned eloquence. 
and rhapsody, of warm and fervent addresses to the pas- 
sions? If the efieets of Mr. M’s, prea®hing, are a divine 
work of grace, then he must be considered as an instrument 


‘of the Almighty for this purpose—an instrument of great 


good, who has brought joy and salvation to thousands, 
There is no avoiding this alternative as distressing a one as 
itis. If the work is of God, then this man has been the 
instrument, Butcanthe Almighty make use of such am 
iustrument, in spreading the gospel ; in conveying glad ti- 
dings of great joy, in preparing the way fora life of holi- 
ness and happiness? Can the worker, be separated from 
the work? Can the fruit be good and the tree corrupt? 
Do men gather grapes of thorns or figs of thistles? Cana 
a man who does not feel the influence of divine grace ; whe 
says himself that, he “ doubts of the experimental effect of 
religion upon the heart,” and even that he has doubts of 
the truthof the christian religion ; who laughs in his sleeves 
at the delusions he produces; who says “he feels a con- 
tempt in his heart” for those that kneel to his meetings, and 
expresses astonishment as well he may that his preaching 
should have effeet on the minds of men of understanding— 
can such a man be an instrument of grace, to others, or @ 
means of true piety and genuine religion ? To say thathe, 
can, if such is his character, would be an impious umpeach- 
ment of the character of God, and a contradiction to any 
thing that we read in scripture. We are there told, that a 
tree is known by its fruit, that grapes are not gathered of 
thorns nor figs of thistles, that a corrupt fountain , does 
not bring forth pure waters. 


But how is it that Mr. M. who himself “ doubts the influ- 
ence of experimental religion, on the heart,” can produce 
such spurious fruits of conversion,so nearly resembling a 
geuuine work of grace inthe heart? Isa change of heart 
by the influence of divine grace and the miraculous power 
of God, so equivecal and unsatisfactory in its operation and 
in its moral effects, that it cannot be distinguished from @ 
spurious work in imitation thereof? Can a work which 
proceeds from the immediate agency of God, be counter- 


feited by man so effectually that the cheat cannot be dis- 


covered? This would be impious to suppose. But if a 
spurious conversion may be so like the genuine, who car 
know whether he has experienced the work of grace in the 
heart or not, or whether his conscience is genuine or spuri- 
ous? Whether his religion is of God or of man, or whethe 
er itis grace or delusion? But if a counterfeit conver- 
sion cannot be effected, then all the supposed operations of 
a divine influence on the heart are only the effects of ferved 
eloquence and fear upon the passions. How long before 
men will see with their own eycs, and not suffer themselves 
to be led by blind guides ! ! 





A MORAL PRECEPT. 
Try to obtain an equanimity of temper which nothing 
can ruffle.—Be always calm and cool, the same in adversity’ 
as iu prosperity, “never elated, never depressed.” 
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reader, with “Universal leve,” with the spirit of beneyo- 

7 i lence toward all beings, to love its enemies—to bless those, 

RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. that curse—to pray for those that despitefully use and per- 

A 4 secute. This reader is the fruit of a smNSUAL MEND gui- 
SATURDAY, January 11, 1823. ded by Philosophy and reason. 





aa : : vuriosity, indu-| ‘The writer of the address must either have made an at- 
Fe cg hegpen pp hres Sav Sateen, tras tempt at Satire, to ridicule Universalism, and te cause mem 
the several offices in this city, from which periodical pa-/ to laugh at, they know not what. Or—he nmust have trus- 
are issued. Among the many we have had the oppor- ted much to his own talents and influence over the publie 
raiies of reading the address from the press of the “Chris- mind, supposing people either so ignorant as not to know 
tian Secretary,”in which we fourm the following; which the meaning of words, or if they did, would yield to his 
we present for the examination of the curious, with a re- better judgment, and consider love as a property of sensu- 
uest that an answer may be given to the questions, ari- ality, and that love, which incline us to delight in an ob- 
a fromm certain seutimente expressed tn the selected lines. ject to bless, and to seek its happiness, had now become a 





Mc sensual and devilish passion. We may soon expect a new 
“ The Gospel now bereft of civil sword, dictionary and expesition of the English language, in 
Depends alone upon its sovereign Lord ; which Love will be defined, “ a passion which inclines us 
By its own power divine, and well desert, to hate an object.” And AxatHEMA, will signify “blessing.” 
Obtains a welcome to the broken heart, We have no objection to have the doctrine which we ad- 
Dispels the darkness, points the soul to God, vocate, critically examined, and its errors pointed out ; but 
And spreads its genial influence far abroad, let it be done manfully. Let the investigator show himself, 
But lu ! amidsts the gospel’s milder sway, asa man engaged in what he believes a good cause, and not 
PurLosPHy comes forth and claims the day, refusing a fair and public discussion, take shelter in an 
From REAson’s storehouse fills each sensual mind, | anonimous publication of doggerel rhymes, in which he is 
With “ Universal love” toall mankind!!{ = in hopes he will not be knewn, or be considered responsi- 

* * . $ . * as ble, and basely give a stab in dark, when he would not. 

OG MPT SOE Mires ne Tee ae eee Se dare to show himself in the light of day. We would ad- 

Yet Zion lives, and strengthen’d from above vise the writer whoever he is, the next time he writes a- 

With patience bears the aNATHEMAS Of LOVE ;” gainst Universalism, to put down all that his heart and mind 
The questions to which we desire an answer are the fol- 


suggests, and not leave vacant lines to be eceupied by stars; 
lowing :-— as his readers may think that in the piety of his heart, he 
ist. Does Patrosorny and Reason give support and had thoughts too bad to be committed to paper, and may 
encouragement to sensual appetites, passions, and habits,j©VO" masine them to be worse than they were. 
If so, were not Newton, Paley, Franklin, and other emi-| We have bat one word — If philosophy, fills the 
nent Philosophers, and men of great reasoning powers, the sensual mind with Universal love. What have the rever- 
most sensual and abandoned of men ? end clergy been about, who have the government of our 
Ba. 1f Philosophy and reasoners congenial to, ani give seminaries of waphcr % in directing our youth to the study 
encouragement and support to a sensual mind, must not the vd be merit sag bey Pee Te een teens 
ignorance of Philosophy, and complete destitution of reas- wy : 
a “get pe todas to refinemeut, and a pureandho-| « py ary ‘Tru'rn,” a paper printed in Canandaigna, de« 
y : 


i th i raftiness of tl h 

3d. Is lovea property of the sensual mind, so that Phi- Tee Mireles . aaa as ee “ Avi 
losophy and reason operating upon the mind fills it with endeavoring to seize upon ast penny in 2 man’s pocket 
“Universal Love” to all mankind ? for missionary purposes, and to open the eyes of those who 

4th. If love isa property possessed by a sensual mind—|are imposed upon by tales of woe respecting the miserable 
san it exist in a pure and refined mind, a mind which hav-|state of the heathen, seems to have its enemies, who en- 
mg age ® — om wn sensual about it? | deavor to prevent its circulation. Its editors, howeven 

5th. hilosophy and Reason fill the sensual mind with 
* Universal Love”—what operates upon the refined mind, aU ese " ee ee pepueerer — 
and what is the preduction, must it not be something, di-|ready to meet their opponents, even if they are exalted im 


rectly opposite to Love. May we not call it hatred? “ Columbia,” and whose talents and learning shine in the 

6th. The farther a mind is removed from the influence|“ Columbian Star.”. 
ef Philosophy and reason, will it not be the more pure, and : f the « : ”_charged = 
the less affected with this Universal love. Nay, so far re- Fon een et Senne +n 


inoved from it, as to love none but self ? tors of “ Plain Truth” with “ hostility to the sacred cause 


7th. As the scriptures in describing the nature of love, \°f the Redeemer,” this the editors repelled with becoming 
inform us that “ Love worketh no ill to its neighbor” and/spirit and dignity. The “ Star,” in reply among other 
as love is defined as “ a passion inclining us to delight in an things, requests the editors of * Plain Truth” to consider’ 
ebject.” Weshould like to know what we are to under-| hat Calvinism hasd dd to doin’ Ge ‘the » 
stand by Zion patiently bearing the ANATHEMAS that is,| ¥%#t Calvinism has done and is doing — © 
the curses of Lover. which the editors give the following answer.—Ed. 

It has been said, that we live in an age of wonders. That| We are recommended, by the editors of the + Colun- 
every day brings us something new. The new year 1$23|bian Star,” to notice what Calvinism has done and is doing 
presents to the literary world, another evidence of the|in the world. From this duty we should rather be excu- 
great and good effects of scholastie divinity, when possessed |sed, as the subject brings to mind many horrible deeds, 
by a man of talents, and extensive powers of mind, who| which cannot but give pain to any person of feeling and 
by dint of close application to the study of nature, and of philanthrophy. However, as we are invited to do it, 
the sacred scriptures, has been able to discover, that Philo- though we know not the object, we will comply with the 
sophy, which is “ KyowLEnGx, either natural or Moral ;” |wishes of Messrs. Anderson and Meehan, so far as our lim- 
and the exercise of that reason, with which God has bles- |its will permit. Bes. 1n' 
sed us, and by which we are enabled to examine the na-| One of the first things upon record, done by the spirit 
ture and fitness of things both in the natural and moral |of Calvinism, was the act of burning alive with green wood 
world, is feed for the sextsudl mind filling it with leve. Yes! Mirhatl Servants ! beenue he did not believe the Catvin- 
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istic creed !! This was the work of John Calvin, himself, 
cousequently was the fruits of Calvinism in ils purity. 


up with him in Tolland Con. at ten in the evening, an¥ is 
informed that Mr. B. intended going to Vernon that night, 


Here we might introduce from history a catalogué of enor- | had it been less dark, aud that his horse was to be ready at 


mities, the fruits, of this creed, practiced throughout Eu- 
Rope, that would filla volume; but our limits oblige us to 
pass over the whole iu sileuce, and briefly note some of its 
prominent characteristics in this country.—In the early 
settlement of New-England, Calvinism hanged and drown- 
ed many persons for the supposed crime of witchcraft, sen- 
tented Quakers to have their tongues bored through with 
fhotiron, for preaching ; obliged the people, by law, to 
pay fer preaching it, and then on pin of heavy fines to 
$0 in petson and hear it preached! More recently it caused 
ene Asahel Nettleton,a wonderfully active getter up of 
‘revivals’ in Conectieut, to write a letter containing state- 
ments of deeds done which he knew were impossible, and 
then to sign this same letter JESUS CHRIST ! Calvinism 
jaade, only a few weeks since, one of this same Nettleton’s 
“ converts,” in a fit of insality, produced by his preaching. 
attempt to murder his wife. by beating her, and also his 
little son, by cutting his throat with a case knife! Finally 
as the mind revolts at these rehearsals, Ca/rinism still more 
recently, made the editors of the “ Columbian Star,” ialsely 
accuse us of that which they cannot prove or show te be 
true. “ By their fruits ye.shall know them.” 


SCHOOLS. 

A committee appointed to examine the state of Schools, 
established by government, in Caraccas, found them in a 
state of disorder, and very badly conducted. A writer in 
the \ enezolano gives the following ludicrous picture of the 
Schools as they exist at present. 


“ The greatest disorder has been introduced, by making 
school masters and mistresses of lay brothers and sisters, 
nuns and coblers of old shoes. What can children possibly 
learn, who are occupied the principa! part ofthe day in im- 
itating the practical superstition of old women,and contract- 
ing a thousand ill habits among the few things they learn ? 
They do not knuw how to spell, to say the least ; and the 
most accomplished ofthem torment the ear with @ fastidi- 
eus singsong. Amen to writing and arithmetic, except 
so Inuchas is necessary in a shoemaker’s shop. - Every 
scholar is employed in wriling pious orations, or in re- 
peating a chatechism which is neither explained nor un- 
derstood. Thusit happens, that whena boy goes away 
from school, he has forgotten what little he knew before 
he entered, and has acquired only the faultsof an imper- 
fect education.” 





From the Universalist Magazine. 
BISHOP,—THE MISSIONARY. 


We feel a deep regret in bringing the following before 
the public ; and nothing would lead us to do it, but the 
hope of causing people to keep an eye on those wandering 
' eharacters who are traversing our country to gather money 
for the pretended object of saving souls.— Editors. 

A Mr. Bishop, belonging to the N. Haven mission family, 
leaves Boston, and with his wife journies on towards New- 
York, to embark with his bretheren for the pacific Islands 
ena mission. He arrives at Charlton, in Massachusetts, 
en Tuesday morning and stops at Maj. Spurr’s for break- 
fast. On getting into his chaise, he says he had forgotten 
his whip, and goes back into the room in which none of 
his baggage had been carried, takes the Major’s whip and 
drives off. Abouttwo in the afternoon, Mrs. Spurr chances 
to go into the room in »which Mr. B.’s baggage was laid, 
and finds his whip gine tablegon examination discovers 
that the Major's . Samuel Spurr, after 


s" —and 
a while with bitusell, 


debati cludes to pursue Mr. 
Bisho uently hears of ‘him on the road from 
Charlton to and learns that he traveled twenty- 
two miles 


; baiting his horse. He at lastfomes 





light in the morning. Mr. Spurr finds his pursuit will be 
useless unless he saw Mr. B. directly ; he therefore calls 
ou him at the house of the Rev. Mr. Nash. On entering 
the room, hé finds Mr. B. engaged im conversing on the miz- 
sion family, and apparently desirous to prevent any’ inqui- 
ry, as hestrove that the conrersation should not flag. On 
asking him if he had not breaitfasted that morning in Charl. 
ton, and takena whip which did not belong to him, after 
some hesitation, he acknowledged he had, but that he did 
not discover his mistake till he had travelled twenty miles. 
Mr. Nash says, do you come here to aceuse this man of 
stealing? his character is faif, and } know it ; he has pase- 
ed through several seminarie’, und is an ordained mission- 
ary. Mr. Spurr replied that he came to accuse him of 
taking a whip which was not his. Well, saye Mr. B. I 
have no terms to make,I intended to have your whip pri- 
zed in the morning, and to have seni you the odds; mine 
is the only whip I have bought, ard as that cost one shill-’ng 
] thought yours might cost fifty cents. At fength Mr. Nash 
says, for what will you settle? you are both strangers te 
me, and [ wish neither should be :ojured, Mr. Spurr said, 
if Mr. B. would pay him ten dollars, seitle his bill at the 
tavern, and give up his whip, he should be satisfied. Mr. 
Nash calculated the distance from Tolland to Charlton, ee- 
timated the expences of coming, an‘ said the demand was 
reasonable. Mr. 8B. accordingly gare Mr. Spurr twelve 
dollars. Ongoing to the tavern to exchange whips, Mr. 
Nash took one in each hand, and said, Br. Bishop, you 
made a great mistake. Mr. Spurr’s whip was loaded, had 
a wound handie of whalebone, and cost three dollars ; Mr, 
Bishop’s was of the common kind, had a walnut handle, 
and cost seventeen cents. After the settlement, Mr. B. ap- 
peared to be in no haste, for although he had ordered his 
horse to be ready at light, the court bell was ringing when 
Mr. 8. left Tolland, and Mr. B. seemed m no hurry to go. 
Should any person doubt the truth of the foregoing state- 
ment, reference may be made to Samuel D. Spurr, of Charl- 
ton, for complete satisfaction. 
HERMES. 
: sit we . . vs: = " 
DIED, 

In this City, on the 2d inst. Mr. Exasna Smears, Ine- 
Keeper, aged 43. [| Printers in New-¥ork and Vermont are 
requested to insert the above.} 

At Manchester, (S.C.) Mr. Winr1sm Coorry, for- 
merly of this City, aged 25. 

At Blakely, Alabama, James W. Peiers, Esq. aged 31 
son of Gen. Absatom Peters, of Lebanon, in this State. 

> -or 


SELECT QRATORIO. 


The Choir under the instruction of Mr. ALVA HATH.- - 
AWAY will perform a number of select pieces of Musie+* 


on Wednesday Evening the 15th inst. in the South Church 
in this City. Doorsopenat6o’clock. Services to com- 


mence at half past 6.—Ticket 2shillings, to be had at thi, 


Office, and of Mr. Conner, in State-street. 





NOTICE. 

Rev. R. Carriave, will preach the ymsT and THIRD 
Sunday in each month in this City, on the sEconD if 
Poquonack,—and in Southington on the voURTH. 
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